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CORREGIDOR-BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION 


THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 1960 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ForEIGN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met at 11 a.m., in room G-3, U.S. Capitol, the Hon- 
orable Thomas E. Morgan (chairman), presiding. 

Chairman Morean. The committee will come to order. 

We meet this morning on H.R. 3223, a bill to authorize an appro- 
priation for the Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission. 

The committee, of course, is familiar with this bill. We have had it 
before the committee on several occasions. Ambassador O’Neal and 
Captain Kelly have both been here before. The last Congress had a 
bill before the Armed Services Committee dealing with the subject. 


STATEMENT OF HON. EMMET 0O’NEAL, CHAIRMAN, CORREGIDOR- 
BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION 


Mr. O’Neat. Yes. It went to the Senate and it was impossible to 
vet the bill passed, before adjournment. 

Chairman Morgan. Mr. Selden is’ very much interested in trying 
to move the bill again this year. You may proceed. 

Mr. O’Neat. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, before we offer our 
brief presentation, I would like to make a comment. Perhaps I am 
going a little bit beyond what I am here for, but I am aware that you 
have before you certain Philippine matters, which may or may not 
be controversial, involving requests from the Philippines. 

As to the memorial the situation is reversed. The plan to place an 
American memorial on Corregidor was initiated by the United States 
and the cooperation of the Philippmes was requested by us. 

The Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission appreciates this con- 
tinuation of the hearing begun in 1959. It is the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee that launched the legislative program to place upon Corregi- 
tor an American memorial to preserve for posterity the memory of the 
4 million who fought victoriously and the meaning of what occurred 
in the Far Pacific in World War II. There is nothing in American 
history or any other history that transcends our motives in going to 
war and our condtict of it, thousands of miles from. our shores and 
almost half the way ‘around the globe. 

Since the Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission has testified 
several times over the years before this committee as to the concept of 
the memoria], the plans, programs and high importance of it, I will 
not discuss those whale in any detail at this time: 








2 CORREGIDOR-BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION 


The bill before you, H.R. 3223, filed by Mr. Van Zandt, has but one 
purpose; to authorize $7,500,000 to be used for the erection of the 
memorial. An authorization for this amount passed the House of 
Representatives in the 85th Congress in July 1958. That did not leave 
suflicient time for action by the Senate before adjournment so it was 
necessary to begin again in the 86th Congress. 

Since the Corregidor-Bataan Commission is composed of three 
Senators, three Congressmen, and three civilians, all serving as a 
patriotic duty and without compensation, we have thought of this 
Commission as an instrument of Congress requested and directed to do 
a most worthwhile work for it and for the people they represent. 
This Commission is not engaged in an effort to promote legislation 
conceived by some group or individual to aid a private cause. 

We believe that we have been instructed by Congress to place upon 
the soil of Corregidor a fitting memorial to those who sacrificed and 
died in serving the cause of humanity in the Far Pacific in World 
War II. We think that the memory of what they did and why 
America engaged in that war should never grow dim. We believe that 
a sensitive, impressive memorial with Corregidor as its pedestal will 
inspire all who view it now and in future generations, and it will honor 
those who served by carrying on the work they began. The Commis. 
sion has done its work quietly without trying to pressure any Con- 
gressman. But great support has come for this impressive lasting 
symbol to be placed upon the historic soil of Corregidor. There has 
been very little expressed opposition, and that due largely to a lack 
of thorough knowledge as to the entire subject. 

I would call your attention to an important fact. Congress has 
authorized and appropriated nearly $40 million to place in European 
countries and in Africa memorials and memorial cemeteries as to 
World Wars I and II, some 28 memorials in all. They are beautiful, 
meaningful, highly worth while and cherished by those countries in 
Europe. 

In all Asia there is but one memorialized American cemetery for 
those who served in the American forces. The United States had 4 
million men engaged in the war in the Far Pacific as well as thousands 
of Filipinos in and out of our forces who were American nationals 
The soil of the Philippines was under American contro] at that time 
and the Filipinos thought of themselves as Americans. What has 
been done in foreign countries in Europe is in strong contrast to what 
has been done in Asia and this contrast is noticed by many here and in 
Asia, particularly in the Philippines. 

The concept of the memorial on Corregidor is to erect one im 
pressive eed instead of many, as has been done in Europe, to repre 
sent the magnitude and importance of the entire war in the Far Pacifie. 
It will include in one memorial the remembrance and history of what 
occurred in that whole vast area and obviate the desire to mark each 
hallowed spot. In many places such markings would be most difficult 
and not susceptible to any type of place identification. 

This will be done on Corregidor in a most sensitive and compre 
hensive way. It will be a symbol to every participant in the Pacific 
war both in the United States and the Philippines of the months and 
years of his service and sacrifices in the preservation of ree against 
an aggressor bent on conquest, tyranny, and enslavement. To sucha 


vetera 
of the 
ice to 
those 
The 
The F 
the pu 
tion h 
suscey 
that v 
will le 
who v 
Mal 
pines 
the fu 
of the 
It wa: 
of the 
was tl 
real s] 
by lar 
You 
of a « 
regidk 
regidc 
see it. 
As 
now a 
States 
part o 
1946, 
Pacifi 
have : 
entati 
largel 
I wot 
Filipi 
The 
States 
their | 
this ec 
a Fili 
Filipi 
that t 
count! 
The 
in the 
not fc 
outspe 
had tl 
fiant ¢ 
procle 
them : 
cruel 


it one 
f the 
ise of 
leave 
it was 


three 
yas a 
f this 
| to do 
“esent, 
lation 


, upon 
d and 
W orld 
1 why 
re that 
al will 
honor 
ymmis- 
y Con- 
lasting 
sre has 


a lack 


»ss has 
ropean 
s as to 
wutiful, 


tries i 


ery for 
; had 4 
yusands 
tionals, 
at time 
hat has 
to what 
> and in 


one im 
oO repre 
Pacifie. 
of what 
rk each 
difficult 


compre 
. Pacific 
iths and 
against 
o such a 


CORREGIDOR-BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION 3 


veteran, and there are over 4 million Pacific veterans in every State 
of the United States, it will be deserved recognition of each one’s serv- 
ice to his country. Primarily it will be a reminder and record of 
those who gave their lives to preserve freedom in the world. 

The entire island of Corregidor will be integral with the memorial. 
The Philippine Government has set it aside as a shrine to be used for 
the purpose of the memorial and the Philippine Congress by a resolu- 
tion has requested the memorial to be placed there. It is remarkably 
susceptible to beautification, development, and historical markings 
that will make it a visual interpretation of the war in the Pacific. It 
will leave an indelible impression upon the minds and memories of all 
who view it. 

Malinta Tunnel will be restored. It was the capital of the Philip- 
pines in the early days of 1942, where President Quezon carried on for 
the future of the Philippines. It was the depository of the Treasury 
of the Philippines. It was there the Voice of Freedom was broadcast. 
It was the headquarters of General MacArthur and all that was left 
of the high command of the American forces in the Philippines. It 
was the hospital for the sick, wounded and dying as well as the only 
real shelter tor our intrepid starving troops from the vicious bombings 
by land and air. 

You would search in vain to find a spot so adaptable to the purposes 
of a complete memorial. A very prominent American visited Cor- 
regidor not too long ago and was shown Malinta Tunnel and Cor- 
regidor. He said it was worth a trip half-way around the world to 
see 1t. 

As time goes on, misunderstandings arise and memories fade. Even 
now a new generation has matured in the Philippines and the United 
States. I trust that neither will forget that the Philippines were a 
part of our country for almost one-third of our national existence until 
1946, nor also the mutual common sacrifices during the war in the 
Pacific. I am aware of the outspoken criticisms of each other which 
have appeared more and more in recent months. Although the = 
entations we have made to Congress for this American memorial have 
largely dwelt upon America’s service in the Far Pacific, I feel that 
I would be derelict if I did not at least comment on the service of 
Filipinos. 

They relied upon the United States, and they thought of the United 
States as their country. They proudly flew the Stars and Stripes over 
their schoolhouses and public buildings. Their faith and loyalty to 
this country was so ingrained that every Japanese soldier looked upon 
a Filipino as a potential spy. They tried every appeal to attract the 
Filipino to them and away from the United States, but they knew 
that the overwhelming majority of Filipinos remained loyal to their 
country, the United States. 

The Filipinos suffered more casualties than all the American losses 
in the Pacific and European theaters combined. Americans should 
not forget that they suffered most of their casualties because of their 
outspoken loyalty to the United States and would not have so suffered 
had they submitted as other nations did. And today they stand de- 
fiant only 1 hour away from Communist China by fastest plane, and 
proclaim their loyalty to the United States. It is difficult now for 
them to understand the economic and other reasons why Japan, their 
cruel invader, is given such warm acceptance. 
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It means much to them that the United States wants to put this 
American memorial in their country and they are deeply moved that 
we wish to commemorate the service together of their forces and our 
forces. The files of the Commission are filled with such expressions, 
I have heard rumors that some few Members of Congress are opposed 
to new expenditures of any kind in the Philippines because they think 
the Philippines have in some manner made unreasonable demands 
upon the United States. 

Such opinions are not in point here for this Corregidor idea origi- 
nated in the United States and the cooperation of the Philippines was 
requested, and they have given it most generously. This is an Ameri- 
can memorial and the money appropriated for the erection will be 
spent by Americans and safeguarded in every way as has been done 
in the case of memorials, cemeteries, hospitals, and other U.S. build- 
ings on foreign soil. 

But let it not be forgotten that the cooperation of the Philippines 
as to the memorial goes beyond a sincere expression of their deep 
appreciation and acquiescence. 

The Philippines are making available to this memorial actual values 
measurable in dollars and cents as great or even greater than the 
$714 million the United States is expected to authorize. 

The Philippines have set aside the whole of the Island of Corregi- 
dor for the purpose of a memorial—a most valuable piece of real 
estate if otherwise used. Its area is 314 miles by 114 miles at its 
widest point. I doubt that any other country has contributed as 
valuable a site. 

May I state that I could produce for the records many voluntary 
expressions of approval from many Americans, such as veterans 
organizations including the Defenders of Corregidor and Bataan, 
We have made no effort to corral supporters, but we have had inter- 
ested expressions from highly valued sources—Generals MacArthur, 
Wainwright (deceased), Moore (deceased), Jones, Kenney, Kruger, 
and Admiral Nimitz. 

Mr. Chairman, Corregidor stands in American history with York- 
town, Valley Forge, and Gettysburg. For the United States to allow 
it to remain an abandoned jungle or what is worse, an exploited com- 
mercial venture, is unthinkable. 

It is the determination of the Commission, if Congress so wills, 
to make of Corregidor one of the most meaningful shrines to be found 
anywhere in the world. The impressive structure with all of Corregi- 
dor as its pedestal and milieu will be so developed that. it will make 
clear the past and present dedication of the United States to the 
preservation of freedom and the rights of mankind throughout, the 
world. For generations to come it will keep alive the memory of 
Americans and Filipinos who sacrificed and died as comrades in 
arms. It will be an active force for the development of ideas to 
carry on the causes for which they died, 

We believe that the completion of the memorializing of Corregidor 
is not only the just and deserved thing to do but that it will be a highly 
important and far-reaching influence in foreign relationships for 
generations to come. 

We feel that further delays are unwise and, we respectfully urge 
that H.R. 3223 be reported immediately, and. further that the indi- 
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vidual members of this influential committee give their active aid to 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, the Corregidor Commission, of which six of the 
members are Members of Congress, have worked at its task for 5 years 
or longer. Congress, after hearing, has passed all basic legislation 
recommended by the Commission. Certainly in doing so, Congress 
has approved the idea of memorializing Corregidor. This bill, H.R. 
3223, is the last authorizing legislation required to complete the me- 
morial. 

Like all endeavors of this kind, we have had delays and disappoint- 
ments. There have been some criticisms, some different points of view, 
but there has been only a very small modicum of expressed opposition. 
After living with the proposition for 5 years, I have a positive ‘con- 
viction that almost everyone agrees that it is a deserved and an im- 
portant objective to preserve and memorialize Corregidor, as an ever- 
lasting tribute to those who served in the Far Pacific and that the Far 
Pacific service shall be commemorated just as has been done in Europe. 
Our Government has provided the necessary funds for that purpose 
in Europe. There appears no reason why it should not do the same in 
the Far Pacific, especially when it can be done comprehensively and 
appropriately for a much less amount. 

If there are some who:are antagonistic to the expenditure of any 
money in the Philippines, even as an American memorial, I can 
only regret it. 

We ask your cooperation in making the memorializing of Corregi- 
dor a reality without further delay. 

Thank you very much. 

Chairman Morgan. Thank you very much, Mr. O’Neal. 

Mr. O’Neat. May I add this: I would like to insert in the record, 
and read a little bit of it, certain communications I have received. 

Chairman Morean. Without objection, it is ordered. 

Mr. O’Neav. I would like first to show the attitude of the other 
party in this effort, the Philippine Government. This is a resolu- 
tion requesting the Congress of the United States to help in having the 
memorial conceived by it and for which the Corregidor-Bataan Me- 
morial Commission was created, built on Corregidor Island and not 
in any other less historical part of the Philippines, and here is part of 
the resolution : 


Whereas stating the American viewpoint on the projected memorial, CBMC 
Chairman O'Neal, in an article on the matter, aptly said that “the memorial shall 
be the living symbol of the emotions and gratitude of the American people” 
toward the Philippines and the Filipinos ; 

Whereas that memorial shall be to the Filipino people as the Statute of 
Liberty is to the Americans, both symbolizing these two peoples’ uncompromising 
and deathless love for democracy and freedom; 

Whereas there is no place in the Philippines more appropriate for the pro- 
jected memorial than Corregidor for, in the language of Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, “no soil on earth is more deeply consecrated to the cause of human 
liberty than is that of the island of Corregidor” ; 

Whereas Corregidor Island belongs to history—the history of both the Phil- 
ippines and the United States, for its hallowed ground is crimsoned by the 
blood of Filipino and American soldiers who fell and died together in their 
common fight against the terrific forces of despotism ; 

Whereas Corregidor Island belongs to the liberty-loving world, for this little, 
unpretentious rock, where one of the greatest dramas in modern times occurred, 
has deservedly become a symbol of man’s intense love for freedom : 


59390—60—_2 
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Whereas a memorial in Corregidor Island shall instill in the hearts and minds 
of countless generations of Filipinos that if tomorrow they shall inherit today’s 
freedom, it is because of Corregidor, its meaning and its history. 


I would like also to read a letter from the Secretary of Defense in 
the Philippines, also the Chairman of the Philippines Shrines Com- 
mission, addressed to me. 


Please accept my profound gratitude and that of the Commission members 
CMA for the consistent support you are exerting in the construction of a Cor- 
regidor memorial. I am sure that your deep concern for a symbolic memorial 
to Philippine-American comradeship has been felt throughout the length and 
breadth of the Philippines. My Commission with very limited means available 
decided at Corregidor today to push through our project for rehabilitation and 
beautification even if only to keep alive the sentiment that this island bastion 
stood for. I am sure that when your plans shall have been realized CMA the 
work we have started will contribute to future efforts. My kindest regards. 


Then I received a letter from Ambassador Carlos Romulo: 


My Drar AMBASSADOR O'NEAL: I take pleasure in quoting hereunder a cable- 
gram I received today from Secretary of National Defense Alejo S. Santos, 
who is concurrently the Chairman of the Philippine National Shrines Commis- 
sion. 

“Philippine National Shrines Commission after conferring at Corregidor today 
request your support and endorsement to Congress leaders on passage bill on 
Corregidor memorial. For info Commission here decided to start rehabilita- 
tion and beautification of island with limited means available from local sources, 
Please pass info to Ambassador O’Neal whose consistent personal efforts for 
establishment of memorial has the fullest support by Philippine Commission. 
Thanks and regards.” 

I have sent a note to the Secretary of State informing him of the views of the 
National Shrines Commission on H.R. 3228 which would authorize the appro- 
priation of $7,500,000 to the Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission, and re- 
questing his support and assistance toward the passage of the Dill. 


Then just one further letter I would like to read in response to this 
inquiry of the State Department. General Romulo wrote to me as of 
April 21: 


My Dear AMBASSADOR O'NEAL: I wish to refer to my letter to you of March 25, 
1960, regarding the cablegram from the Chairman of the Philippine National 
Shrines Commission requesting support and indorsement of the bill which 
would authorize the appropriation of $7,500,000 for the Corregidor-Bataan 
Memorial Commission. 

I am happy to inform you that I am now in receipt of a note from the Secre- 
tary of State, in reply to my note to him of March 25, informing me that the 
Department of State supported the original 1953 legislation establishing the 
Commission and had supported all subsequent legislation for the memorial, 
including the present bill, H.R. 3223, which was introduced in the U.S. Congress 
by Congressman James E. Van Zandt of Pennsylvania, because of its belief that 
Corregidor should be rehabilitated and beautified as a fitting memorial not only 
to the Philippine and American servicemen who died at the Corregidor-Bataan 
campaign and elsewhere in the Pacific war, but also to the strengthening of 
Philippine-United States friendship in a time of great duress. The Secretary of 
State further says that the views of the Philippine National Shrines Commis- 
sion on this matter will be transmitted to the appropriate authorities in the 
U.S. Congress as well as in the other interested branches of the U.S. Government. 

With warmest personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 


Mr. Chairman, I appreciate this additional hearing which you have 
given this Commission on this matter. I would be very happy to 
answer any questions. I could furnish other material as far as en- 


dorsements are concerned. Thank you very much. 
Chairman Morean. Thank you, Mr. O’Neal. 
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Mr. O’Neal, for the record would you give the names of the nme 
members of the Commission ¢ 

Mr. O’Nrav. Senator Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin, Senator John 
Sparkman of Alabama, Senator Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania, Con- 
gressman Armistead Selden of Alabama, Congressman James Van 
Zandt and Congressman Mailliard. The other members are Mr, 
Hewlett who is in the newspaper business; Judge Hauseman who is 
an old 1898 war veteran and is probably the best known American in 
all that part of the world, and myself. 

Those are the nine members of the Commission. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. O'Neal, when were you the Ambassador 
to the Philippines ¢ 

Mr. O’Nerav. 1947, 1948, 1949, during those 3 years, not entirely 
during the entire period. Two years after the war. 

( ‘hairman Morgan. During your tenure as Ambassador the idea of 
a memorial at that time had been taking roots, I suppose ? 

Mr. O’Neat. Mr. Chairman, that goes back even to President 
Quezon, also General Wainwright and President Rohas. I talked to 
them all and they said, “Some day we hope to see Corregidor be what 
it should be.” Many people talked about it. Then this program was 
initiated. I don’t know who is responsible for the original idea. I 
know I have been interested in it ever since I sat at the radio during 
the war and heard the President speak to and of the boys on Corregidor 
and Bataan. 

I know from that time on I was interested in Corregidor. 

Chairman Morcan. Mr. O’Neal, a bill passed the House in July 
1958. It provided for the financing of the memorial from sales of old 
ships. What happened to that ? 

Mr. O’Neau. May I just speak a little bit off the record about this? 

Chairman Morean. Yes. 

( Discussion off the record.) 

Chairman Morgan. The Commission was established in 1953? 

Mr. O’Near. The basic legislation was established in 1953. We 
really didn’t get underway until 1954. 

Chairman Morean. Has the Commission any appropriation / 

Mr. O’Neau. What ? 

Chairman Morean. Have you money / 

Mr. O’Neat. May I comment on that? We didn’t receive any 
money, didn’t ask for any money until 1956 calendar year. We have 
received from Congress an authorization up to $200,000. We have 
spent. approximately $74,000—we returned $26,000 of the original 
$100,000. Approximately $26,000 has been returned from "1956 
until the present time. Last year and this year we went before the 
Appropriations Committee, a small subcommittee, and made a request 
for simple operating expenses. 

As nearly as I could judge, and I would like to say this off the 
record. 

( Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. O’Neat. This newly appointed Commission to build the Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt. Memorial has set aside $75,000 for the competi- 


tion to select the design. We have spent about $29,000 for that same 
purpose. 
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STATEMENT OF CAPT. SAMUEL G. KELLY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
CORREGIDOR-BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION 


Captain Kerry. It is about $30,000. 

Mr. O’Neat. At the present time the Appropriations Committee 
says to us in effect “Get your $7144 million authorized before you come 
to us for the money”; we still needed to run our office. It threw the 
burden of the expense on individuals, on some of us, but» there is 
nothing we could do about it because they were adverse to putting any 
more money into the Philippines as their statements seemed to indi- 
cate. 

We have carried on since that time, in the last year, Captain Kelly, 
who is our Executive Director, has given a tremendous amount of time 
in a voluntary capacity. The Veterans’ Administration has fur- 
nished us an office. We have carried on the work of our office without 
any funds for that length of time. 

Coming down to the whole proposition, the big work of this com- 
mittee will come when we get the authorization of $744 million. If 
the Appropriations Committee didn’t want to allow us anything in 
the way of secretarial help or anything of that sort now, I have 
nothing to say about that. All the legislation—we have passed five 
bills, I think—all of the required legislation has been passed by Con- 
gress. We have all the authority we need except the authorization of 
the $74 million. 

We do not believe that is an unreasonable sum to do in Asia what 
has been done in Europe. 

Chairman Morean. Have there been any outside contributions from 
foundations? My impression was that when the Commission was 
set up there was going to be some effort to get outside financial assist- 
ance. 

Mr. O’Neav. That is correct. I would like to say that when we 
started in 1953 and 1954 we made it very plain to the committee that 
we hoped to raise this by voluntary subscription throughout the 
United States, and, if not, we would come back to Congress. But we 
would make an honest effort to see what could be done along the lines 
of raising the money by voluntary subscription. 

We hired the best experts in America to go into this subject. The 
situation there was not too good as far as business was concerned. 
After a complete study they made this report to us: They said, in 
effect, “We do not believe at this time you can raise the money to do 
the job.” They made this further statement, which is in their 
report, “But we will say to you if you get it built after talking to 
foundations and other moneyed interests, we believe we can raise 
$12 million for you as an endowment fund to carry on the work that 
you hope to do.” 

I am not putting that into my testimony because that is in the 
future but they stated that “$12 million would not be difficult for us 
to raise to carry on the work that this memorial can do in the foreign 
field.” But they said, “We don’t think you can do it now.” 

We came back to the Congress and said, “We are still willing to 
go ahead and try to raise the money.” But the opinion of Congress 
was that none of the money raised should be used for campaign 
purposes to raise the money. I then said, “You will have to give us 
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seed money. It will take about $80,000 to put on the campaign.” 
The Commission not officially, but unofficially, and other interested 
Members in Congress said, ““We don’t think Congress wants to put up 
$80,000 to run a campaign. Go ahead and put in your bill and we will 
see if Congress will authorize the money, the $744 million, just as they 
did for European memorials. 

That is the story, Mr. Chairman, of what happened. Our basic 
legislation allowed it either way, and it was so understood. 

Chairman Morcan. Thank you, Mr. O’Neal. Mrs. Bolton. 

Mrs. Boron. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

It is delightful to see you again Mr. O’Neal.. You have been a 
stranger for some time. 

Mr. O’Neat. Thank you so much. I like to visit with you, but I 
hope this will be the last visit for this purpose. 

Mrs. Botron. You said the Philippines had set aside the island. 
When was that done? 

Mr. O’Neau. After the creation of the Commission we immediately 
took it up with the Philippines and told them what we had in mind 
and what could be done with Corregidor as a perpetual shrine. They 
appointed a Shrines Commission and set aside Corregidor as a shrine 
and the Philippine Government told their Commission to confer with 
us and work with us to that end. 

Captain Ketiy. I think President Magsaysay set it up as part of 
his administration. 

Mrs. Botron. Has the Philippine Government taken action on it? 

Mr. O’Neat. Yes. That is the official action. They are not only 
doing that, but they are spending money on it now trying to help out. 

Mrs. Bourton. How far is it from Manila? 

Mr. O’Neav. 22 miles as the bird flies. 

Mrs. Botron. What is in the way in the water, rocks and things? 

Mr. O’Neat. It is right at the mouth of Manila Bay. It is a 22- 
mile ride over there from Manila. As you know, Manila Bay is 
nearly closed except for a few miles opening on the sea. From 
Corregidor Island Cavite is 3 miles away. The authorities, tourist 
authorities and others in the Philippines, as well as I, think it is no 
problem fo get people there. 

M mila Boiron. Would it be a matter of ships? Is that what these 
ships 

Mr. O’Neat, They have a landing field there. A helicopter could 
take them over. There isn’t a ship that goes through Manila Bay 
that doesn’t have to pass almost within a mile of the island. Modern 
means of transportation we believe will make it very accessible, and 
there is a population of a million and a half people living w ithin 75 
miles of Corregidor. 

Mrs. Botton. Do they have money to take trips? 

Mr. O’Nrat. They love to do nothing more than take a trip. They 
pour into Manila by the thousands. They get. on these little boats 
and come in. They can dropoff at Corregidor. I feel it is no problem 
to get the people there. I don’t think they will have trouble in get- 
ting the people there who want. to get there. 

Mrs. Botton. You will charge? 

..Mr.,O’Neau. The idea is that there would be some charge like 
Mount Vernon to help carry the load, . There will be no maintenance 
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practically on this structure for 5 years so the engineers tell us. But 
we believe by that time we will have such a crowd going there that 
there will be enough money to take care of it. 

Mrs. Bouron. We saw a sketch several years ago. Is that what 
you propose to erect? 

Mr. O’Neat. Yes. May I take just a moment to answer about 
that? As my father used to say to me, “You can’t argue taste.” I 
have my tastes, you have yours, and others have theirs. We did what 
any other commission would think would be wise in doing. 

We had a competition, set up by our own architect. We had a 
competition among the architects of the United States; 43 architects 
submitted designs. We had a commission of very competent people 
to judge the competition. They picked this design, this structure. 
The more I have lived with it, the more I believe in it. I will say 
it has met with the approval of the jury of award. It has met with 
the approval of the Philippine Shrines Commission, the Fine Arts 
Commission, and many, many others. 

Mrs. Botton. I thought it was interesting for some of those who 
were not here then to have the word about that. 

Mr. O’Neat. There is just one statement I would like to make on 
the design which I think most people haven’t given thought to. I 
realize that everybody has individual tastes. Some like one design, 
some may like another. People would differ on any design. It is a 
difficult problem, gentlemen, always to select a design that is going to 
please all the people. We tried to select a design that will please 
most of them. 

I would like to leave one little thought. I could discuss this de- 
sign and what it means, but that information has all been furnished 
to this committee. We have sent booklets explaining it. There is 
one point of view which I took the liberty of writing which is not 
that which perhaps an architect might say. 

It won’t take but a moment to read: 

When a close study is made of the design, one is able to comprehend and ap- 
preciate its beauty and impressiveness. A small picture in black and white can- 
not depict its decorative colors, its sculpture, its sweeping line in harmony with 
the contours of Corregidor. The architect gave consideration to its blending 
with the foliage of the island and its relationship to the remarkable variations 
in color effects on an island in the near tropics. One may have sentiment and 
admiration for a small work of art, as a memorial, but one will not experience 
the deep impressiveness without great height and size. Cleopatra’s Needle is 
cherished because of its history and antiquity but the obelisk becomes awe- 
inspiring when it is converted into a towering Washington monument. The 
examples could be multiplied many times. A picture of a memorial cannot 
inspire as will the complete memorial rising above the surrounding sea 750 feet 
at two points, separated by a distance of 500 feet. The small picture may bear 
resemblance to the forms we meet in daily life, but such resemblances are lost 
when the memorial rises from 500 feet to an additional 250 feet. 

All the submitted designs were worth while and showed deep study but the 
jury of award, without any interference, selected this design to portray best 


the meaning of the deaths, sacrifice, and purposes of the war in the Far Pacific 
which this memorial is to commemorate and preserve. 


It has the strong approval of the appointed Commission. It is de- 
signed, I might say, to appeal to orientals as well as occidentals. They 
have a point of view on that. 

Mrs. Bouron. I do want to say you have lost nothing in eloquence. 

Mr. O’Negat. You are very kind. I hope it is more good argument 
than eloquence. Thank you. I have worked a long time on this. I 
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think it is now up to the jury to render its verdict. I certainly feel it 
would be very wonbartel to go at once and get this thing underway 
because so many people are waiting for it. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. Zablocki 

Mr. Zastocnt. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions. I merely want 
to express my commendation to Mr. O’Neal for his zeal and industry. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. Merrow. 

Mr. Merrow. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I join with my colleagues in expressing the fact that we are very 
happy to see you here again and compliment you on your eloquence 
and your ability to present this subject. 

Mr. O’Neau. Thank you so much. 

Mr. Merrow. This is to be done by the United States alone with- 
out any contributions from the Philippine Government, is that right? 

Mr. O’Neat. Yes; the money would all be spent by this country, 
handled by this country. It is American money and will be protected 
just as we have in any other building that we built elsewhere, that 
we build in foreign countries such as your hospitals. 

Mr. Merrow. Does the $7,500,000 cover the whole business? 

Mr. O’Neat. Yes, that is complete. I will say frankly that we hope 
to save a little bit of that. I don’t know whether we can or not. The 
costs are rising all the time. We don’t know that, but we will live 
within the $714 million. 

Mr. Merrow. You may have mentioned this: 

The amount authorized by this Act to be appropriated shall be in addition to 
any amounts otherwise authorized by law to be appropriated for expenditure by 
the Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission. 

Mr. O’NeAt. It is true that there is an unused authorization now for 
$100,000. We have no thought of doing other than having the office 
expenses and everything come under the $714 million. Although that 
authorization is still on the books, it expires, I think, in another year 
or so. 

Mr. Merrow. Did you say how much has already been spent by the 
Government on this? 

Mr. O’Nerat. About $74,000. We turned back $26,000. 

Captain Kexty. Approximately $78,000 in a period of 25 months. 

Me O’Neat. That went for the competition, a large part of that, 
and for the advice that we had as to the architect and a campaign 
for raising the money. 

Mr. Merrow. In your opinion, do you feel this is valuable in help- 
ing to improve relationships and would be appreciated by the Philip- 
pines and so forth ? 

Mr. O’Neat. I think the value of this in dollars and cents from a 
simple standpoint of better relations is worth more any other 
expenditure this country can make in the Far East. I don’t believe 
this amount of money will do as much good anywhere as it will do 
in this way at this place. That is my personal feeling. I can be 
wrong about it. 

I think I know a little bit about the psychology of the people of the 
Philippines, having lived with them out there. I think that this will 
do much good. Any child or person who stands under this structure 
will get something out of it that will not do America any harm. 
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Mr. Merrow. I am glad to hear you make that statement. It is 
difficult to get these authorizations and the appropriations, but if it 
is valuable to that extent, I think it is an important consideration. 

Mr. O’Neau. Very important.. Frankly, I think it will do this 
country more good than an equal amount of money spent in any. other 
way. That is my private opinion, 

Mr. Merrow. Didn’t you refer to another memorial? 

Mr. O’Neau. There are.memorials in Europe, 28, honoring those 
who served in that area. There is one memorial in Manila for Ameri- 
can forces who served there. Almost $40 million has been authorized 
and most wonderfully spent. I am not critical because I am thor- 
oughly in favor of it. The idea of this is one memorial which will 
cost much less than what has been done in Europe and will do the 
kind of job we want. 

Mr. Merrow. We have already authorized and appropriated in 
excess of $40 million for memorials ? 

Mr. O’Neau. Yes, we have. 

Mr. Merrow. Is there any one that costs as much as this, do you 
know ? 

Mr. O’Neat. I know that a bridge across the Potomac costs more 
than this. 

Mr. Merrow. I mean outside the United States. 

Mr. O’Neat. I am not informed as to the cost.: There are 28. I 
know the total cost of memorializing American ‘soldiers in Europe; 
almost $40 million has been autherized. We can do, I think, a satis- 
factory job in the Far East. with about $714 million. 

Mr. Merrow. Are there any other memorials in the Far East? 

Mr. O’Neau. No other American memorials except the one that I 
spoke of. 

Mr. Merrow. It might be well to check on those and give us the 
highest figure that was used on an individual memorial. 

Mr. O’Neat. This will take the place of trying to mark Leyte, 
trying to mark all the other places in the Philippines where battles 
occurred. This will try to do the whole job in one memorial instead 
of having 28 or 40, whatever you might have. 

We think one magnificent memorial on the island of Corregidor 
will take care of the memorializing in that area. 

Mr. Merrow. As always, you are a very able advocate. 

Mrs. Boiron. What is the material ? 

Mr. O’Neat. The captainiis an engineer. Ican tell you, but’I think 
he could make a better estimation. 

Captain Ketriy. Reinforced steel and concrete. ;It will, have a 
harder outside surface to protect it against the weathering in the 
Philippine area. 

Chairman Morean. Mrs. Kelly. 

Mrs. Keiiy. Thank you, Mr; Chairman. 

Mr, O’Neal, I am glad to have you here. I wish all Members of 
Congress could hear you testify and I am sure they would view this 
authorization and appropriation with greater understanding. 

I fear the; timing for this legislation at this; session.’ I feel with 
the temperament of what is. going on in, Congress and ‘that which is 
taking place in the Far East, this bill would not pass. 
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I really feel that although I would vote for it and report it and 
do what I could to see it is passed on the floor and Senate side, I think 
we could have greater action if we could delay this to January. If 
you have enough money to operate until that period 

Captain Keiiy. We haven't any and haven't had any. 

Mr. O’Neat. That doesn’t apply. 

Mrs. Keiiy. If you can keep alive and keep going 

Mr. O’Neat. We have operated through help from the others, in- 
dividual contributions and carrying the load ourselves and we will 
continue to do so. 

Mrs. Keity. Thank you very much. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. Selden. 

Mr. Sevpen. Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for giving Mr. 
O’Neal an opportunity to appear today. As a member of the Bataan- 
Corregidor Memorial Commission, I know that Mr. O’Neal has worked 
tirelessly over the years in an effort to bring this memorial into being. 

I am certain that if he continues his fine work this great dream of 
his will become a reality. 

Mr. O’Neau. Mr. Selden has been very helpful to us along that 
line. 

Chairman Morgan. Mr. Pilcher? 

Mr. Pitcuer. No questions. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. Beckworth. 

Mr. Beckwortu. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Morgan. Mr. McDowell. 

Mr. McDowe ut. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Morean. Mr. Murphy. 

Mr. Murreuy. No questions. 

Chairman Morgan. Any further questions? 

Mr. O’Neat. May I thank you and the members of the committee 
most cordially for giving us this extended hearing. It has been very 
fine to have received the cordial interest that we have had. 

Chairman Morgan. Thank you, Mr. Ambassador. 

The committee stands adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m., the committee was adjourned.) 


Xx 











